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September, 2009

LAUREL VALLEY ECHOES

(Laurel Valley Property Owners Association)
         SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD     by Reid Franks
Our annual meeting was held on July 11th at the Barn Events Center in Townsend.

The meeting was quite civil without excessive anger.  This year we hired a professional parliamentarian, Mrs. Poulson, who contributed significantly to the smooth running of the meeting.

The first item of business was approval of last year’s minutes.  Mrs. Poulson suggested prior to the meeting that waiting a year to approve minutes was not the usual procedure.  Many organizations with only annual meetings either have the board approve the minutes or appoint an approval committee.  Later in the meeting Carl Goodman moved that the board be appointed as the committee to approve the annual meeting minutes from now on.  The motion was seconded and passed.  Accordingly, on August 18th the board approved the minutes of this year’s meeting.  These approved minutes are posted on www.laurelvalley.org.  

I thanked the many people who keep Laurel Valley operational and attractive.

· Joe Rizzo, outgoing board member in charge of architectural review and Dave Stillwagon and Walt King, members of that committee.

· Elmer Treat, outgoing board member in charge of roads and compactor.

· Lou Charette, resigning board member, and treasurer.

· Steve Muelder, board member finishing his appointed term, who put our data base into Access.

· Alan Doyle, who maintains the compactor, doing the nasty job of cleaning and greasing it.

· Tim Stringfellow, who keeps the back gate operational

· Margaret Haire, who maintains the flowers at the front gate.

· Sara Berry, who has donated the flowers at the front gate.

· Linda Rose and Dennis Silverberg for establishing and maintaining the recycling point

· Carl Goodman and Cam King for running our four social events this year.

· Jan Whitt and Taffy King, the welcoming committee.

· The Security Committee: Richard Jabbour, Bobby Dannelley,  Jim Leach, Larry Barker, and Herb Nachman

· The Bear Advisory committee: Betty Jones, Ron Dolislager, Carolyn Franks, Taffy King, Linda Rose, Jim Comish, Barry Bindi, and Dee Rizzo.

· All those who pick up trash from the roads as they take their walks.

We voted new directors onto the board.  Six people were running for the board.  Jerry Roper and Steve Muelder received 178 and 176 votes respectively.  Richard Jabbour received 159 votes and Bill Gaul received 158, so it looked as if the third elected board member would be Richard.  The following week one of the candidates asked for a recount.  That recount showed that Richard Jabbour and Bill Gaul tied with 157 votes each.  Bill Gaul, wanting to avoid further controversy, graciously withdrew, allowing Richard Jabbour to become the third director.

I summarized the accomplishments of the board and reported on some of the future projects being considered by the board: move the salt shack, establish a picnic area, paint a center line on roads, install an automatic exit gate, put house numbers in front of each house, install electricity to the back gate, and install dual entrance lanes at front gate.

There were only four motions made and approved at the meeting.

· First, last year’s minutes were approved.  

· Second, the board was appointed to approve future minutes. 

· Third, Bud Hopkins moved that the motion passed at the 2008 annual meeting that “all cabins rented with a commercial cabin agency pay a yearly trash fee not to exceed $100.00 with the fee to be used only to offset the cost of trash removal and dumping” be repealed and that no additional fee for use of the compactor be charged to those LVPOA members who rent their property.  The parliamentarian informed us that motions to repeal require 2/3 yea votes to pass.  After discussion, the motion passed overwhelmingly with only one person voting nay.  

· Fourth, Dave Bennie moved that we not move the salt shack.  Joe Rizzo moved to amend the motion to have the board appoint a finance committee to look at all proposals that involve money.  That motion carried and then the amended motion carried.  So the passed motion prohibits moving the salt shack and requires the board to appoint a finance committee “to look at all proposals that involve money.”

There were suggestions and concerns expressed by members present that were not put into motions or voted on.  Noel Holland and others asked for a stop sign at the intersection of Laurel Rd. and Country Club Rd.  Ken Ferguson, fearing that resurfacing roads was just putting a band aid on them, suggested getting an engineer to look at our roads to determine where repairs are need.  Barry Bindi asked that something be done to allow residents to go around cars that the guards were interrogating at the entrance.

The meeting adjourned at 12:14.

Your new board.
At the annual meeting and after the vote recount, Jerry Roper, Steve Muelder, and Richard Jabbour were elected to the board of directors.  Immediately after the annual meeting, Lou Charette, our very competent and highly qualified treasurer, resigned.  He had informed us that he was going to do that.  Filling the position of treasurer has always been difficult, since most of us don’t have the accounting knowledge and fiscal management skills to do it.  We are extremely fortunate to have found Bennie Sims, a new resident.  Bennie is a CPA with experience as Business Manager of Loudon County School System, Chief Financial Officer for Peninsula Behavioral Health Company for 6 years, and Blount Memorial’s Assistant Administrator of Fiscal Services.  Although Bennie had just retired at the end of June, he graciously agreed to serve on Laurel Valley’s board.  The board has appointed Bennie to fill the two years remaining on Lou Charette’s term.  
After the annual meeting the board organized itself for the coming year as follows:
· Reid Franks, 776-8667, rfranks@laurelvalley.org, president.

· Jerry Roper, 448-1363, jroper@laurelvalley.org, vice president and chair of the Architectural Review Committee.  See Jerry for approval of house plans, variances, and house modification plans.

· Bennie Sims, 556-0003, bsims@laurelvalley.org, treasurer.  See Bennie for questions concerning annual dues.

· Becky Goodman, 448-8030, bgoodman@laurelvalley.org, secretary. Submit articles that you recommend for inclusion in the Echoes to Becky.

· Steve Muelder, 329-7763, smuelder@laurelvalley.org, in charge of IT and the data base.  Please, let Steve know if you sell your property, change your address, or change your e-mail address.  Also, if you got this Echoes through the post, please send your e-mail address to Steve.  You get information more quickly and it saves us postage.  We do not share your e-mail address with anyone.

· Walt King, 246-2365, wking@laurelvalley.org, security.  Call Walt if you see suspicious activity or if you are victim of theft.  

· Richard Jabbour, 448-0846, rjabbour@laurelvalley.org, compactor and roads.  Call Richard when there is a problem with the roads or the compactor needs attention.

Reid Franks
        LAUREL VALLEY SECURITY     by Walt King

       While there have been no reported incidents in Laurel Valley to date, Security continues to be very concerned about the increasing criminal activity in the surrounding area.  On several occasions, the Security Committee has spotted suspicious vehicles cruising around after 5:00 p.m.   When we attempted to stop them, they sped off and left the Valley.   We continue to drive around for deterrence effect and are fortunate to have a relationship with both the Townsend Police and Sheriff’s department whereby they usually cruise though, when in the area.  Because of the surrounding conditions, they have advised our guards to lock the doors to the gatehouse when inside late at night.  I have asked the guards to ensure that they are following the established admission procedures after 6:00 p.m. strictly.  I ask that all property owners and residents cooperate with the procedures when entering and when having visitors or guests.  Please call the gatehouse at 448-9857 or email at gatehouse@laurelvalley.org  when expecting visitors or guests.  If we are not notified and we cannot reach you, then procedures require that the visitor or guest be turned away.   If you have any questions or spot any suspicious activity, please call me at 246-2365 or 560-6156.
Walt King

 

The Road Bed    Richard Jabbour
Starting on September the 8th long-arm mowing will begin in Laurel Valley.  Because of the rapid growth and abundant rain fall it was decided to long-arm the entire road system in Laurel Valley.  The mimosa and vines have just about canopied some of the heavily traveled road system and we must remove this growth so that the roads will dry out and the snow will be able to melt a lot easier this winter.  The board received three bids and George Mc Campbell was low bidder.  It is expected to take 5 to 6 weeks to complete the mowing.  According to court decree recorded with the Blount County Circuit Court decree of June 10th, 1998 E-17258, LVPIOA owns a 25 foot right of way from the center line of the road.  We will use this only as a guide line for trimming.  If you have ornamental shrubs and trees within the right of way that you would like to save and …IF THEY DO NOT INTERFERE WITH TRAFFIC OR THE FLOW OF WATER IN THE DITCHES we will get someone from the road committee to come evaluate your circumstances.  Everyone is encouraged to remove any debris or limbs in the right of way to keep Laurel Valley beautiful and clean.  If any homeowner wishes to do their own trimming the board does not have any objection so long as the trimming meets the standards as stated in the Spring edition of The Echoes.  If there are any doubts or concerns about this or other issues, please call me at telephone # 864-590-0842 or 865-448-0846 and we will take a look at what you want to do.

 After the long-arming is complete we will need to get as many individuals who can handle chain saws to volunteer to help remove small trees along the road bed.  Removing these small trees will let us keep the root systems from destroying the pavement thus saving paving and money.  If any one wants small logs for firewood they are invited to bring their trucks or trailers and pick up the small logs that we will leave on the side of the road.  The logs must be picked up on the days that we cut the trees.  Look on the announcement page of the web site to find out the days at home (865) 448-0846.  
As to the compactor, please be careful as to what you put in it.  It is for garbage and not for large household materials.  Do not put paint cans and Bar-B-Que grills in the compactor.  On October 2nd and for the two weeks following, we will have the trash bin for large household materials.  Please put NO GARBAGE in the household trash dumpster.  Please make the best use of our available dumpster space by putting your trash at the very back of the dumpster.

Stay in touch with your LVPOA by using the web.
 Richard

            Laurel Valley Recycling     Linda Rose
Thanks to everyone who is reading the bin signs at our recycling area and putting in the correct items.  When you put in the wrong items the committee members and or board members have to get in the dumpster and remove the “unauthorized deposit”.   We will loose our free recycle bins if the company has to sort and remove what should not be in the dumpsters.

Reminder:  MIXED PAPER BIN

                   YES:  Junk mail, magazines, scrap paper and newspapers

                             Shredded paper in plastic bags only so that it does not 

                              blow all over when dumped.

                   NO:  Cardboard of any weight.  That means no corrugated

                             boxes like (rocking chair or big screen TV boxes)        

                             No cereal boxes, no beer or soft drink boxes, no pizza

                              boxes …Take these to Nawger Nob after broken down. 

                  ALUMINUM CANS ONLY BIN

                YES:  Aluminum cans

                 NO:  Plastic bags, empty your bag there and take with you

                            No food or pet cans, no aluminum roasting pans 

If you have questions call Linda Rose at 448-0443.      



Fall Fling …Autumn Get-Together   Carl Goodman

Yes …it’s that time again.  Watch for an announcement soon through the LVPOA email list regarding our Fall social event and potluck.  Prepare for a good time of food, fun and fellowship.

FALL 2009 BEAR ADVISORY
 In spring of 2009 we had a bumper crop of cubs.  Mother Bears and their cubs are now foraging for food in preparation for winter.  Black bears often search for food near mountain homes and cabins. Bears who become accustomed to finding food around cabins are inevitably labeled “nuisance bears” and often are killed.
Bear Safe Tips:
      Only feed birds from the end of Nov through April
      Never leave garbage out—even for a short time.
      Do not feed any wildlife.  The odor will attract bears and other animals.
      Leave garbage inside for removal by the rental agent or take the garbage to the trash compactor located on Laurel Road.  Follow dumpster signs to the compactor.
      Clean outdoor grills after use to minimize odors.
The most frequent bear issues in LV are due to feeding birds and  wildlife. 
Please report any bear problems to a member of the Bear Committee:
Carolyn Franks (776-8669), Betty Jones (448-0652), Barry Bindi (448-6015), Ron Dolisager (448-8179), Taffy King (448-3850)

NUISANCE BEARS ARE CREATED BY HUMANS !

Fed Bears are Dead Bears












