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March, 2009        LAUREL VALLEY ECHOES   
(Laurel Valley Property Owners Association)
         SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD     by Reid Franks 
Call for nominees to the board.

Three positions will open up on the seven-member Laurel Valley Property Owners’ Association (LVPOA) board in July this year.  Steve Muelder, who was appointed last year to complete the term of Bud Hopkins, must stand for election in his own right.  Steve has been a valuable member of the board who has completely revised our data records and upgraded our computer system.  The board encourages you to return Steve to the board this July.  

Two other positions will come open. Elmer Treat, who has been overseeing road maintenance and the compactor, will complete his three years.  Joe Rizzo, who has headed the architectural review committee, will also complete his term.  Elmer and Joe have also been the board’s representatives on the water committee.

The board reorganizes itself after the election in July, with members sometimes swapping positions and always electing new officers, but anyone elected to the next board will probably, but not necessarily, be assigned road maintenance/compactor or architectural review.

Any member of Laurel Valley may run for the board by submitting a brief biographical sketch to the secretary of the board, Becky Goodman.  The board serves all residents of Laurel Valley; therefore, ideally it should reflect the demographic makeup of our residents.  Specifically, we need persons on the board that own rental property, persons who have an undeveloped lot, more women, and people from areas other than Mount Luke, Cold Springs, Cades Cove Village, or Bear Den, areas already represented on the board.  Nominees should also live close enough to attend monthly board meetings.

If you are willing to serve your neighbors, and help keep Laurel Valley a safe, well-maintained attractive place, please let any board member know you are interested.  Everyone who indicates a willingness to serve and who submits a biographical sketch will be placed on the ballot mailed in June.  

While the bylaws allow direct nominations from the floor at the annual meeting, persons so nominated do not stand a chance of getting elected because the mail-in vote is always the decider.  Thus, we encourage anyone who wants to run for the board to get her/his name in before May 15th in order to be on the ballot mailed out in June.

Reid Franks

        LAUREL VALLEY SECURITY     by Walt King

With the current economic times being what they are, Security feels it is prudent to be pro-active.  We have established a committee with the sole purpose of increasing a deterrence presence throughout the Valley.  You will see, from time to time, various vehicles traveling around with Laurel Valley Security signs.  We have also met with Townsend Police Chief, Ronnie Suttles, about having his officers cruise through more often.  All residents are encouraged to be vigilant about what may be going on around them and take note of any suspicious activity.  To report such activity, please call Walt at 865-246-2365 or 865-560-6156.
 

The GroundsKeeper    by Elmer Treat

Long-arm mowing will begin the last of July, weather permitting.  The cutting will begin at the junction of Cutter’s Gap and Laurel Road and stop at Fern’s Hollow, including the side roads.  This will complete about one third of the roads in Laurel Valley.  Some recommendations for the long-arm cutting are:

· Trim to the outside of the ditch area, including overhanging branches to about 10-12 feet (enhancing driving and allowing the roadbed to dry out during the warm weather months and allowing the sun to help with melting the snow and ice during the winter months).  This also enhances the life of the road before repairs must be accomplished.

· Additional cutting back around curves will improve visibility for safe driving.

· Property owners may do their own cutting; however, if their effort is not sufficient, George has been asked by the Board to complete the mowing to comply with the guidelines.

Additional guidelines are:

· Avoid planting trees in the right-of-way to reduce the formation of roots under the road leading to disruption of the asphalt (damage can be observed on Hawkview where root damage will require costly repair).

· Insure that ditches are free of debris (including leaves) that alters the runoff and creates erosion (this includes the careful use of landscaping stones in ditches).

· The roadbed is 50 feet, allowing a 10-foot right-of-way from the edge of the asphalt (although property lines are not always exact).

· Volunteerism is critical to our success and many property owners will remove limbs and trash in their immediate areas reflecting a positive attitude for all.

Elmer Treat

Water Update     by Elmer Treat

The Preliminary Engineering Report has now been approved by Tuckaleechee Utility District and the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation.  This approval will expire on January 23, 2010.  The board is completing a list of eligible voters (property owners with access only to underground water).

The estimated, total cost of the well owner’s project is $3,705,000.00.  State and Federal grants to reduce the total cost are being investigated.

If the first ballot passes, then a second ballot to address the issue of Fire Hydrants will be developed.

 The construction dumpster will arrive Friday, May 1, 2009.
   SPRING BLOOMING FESTIVAL     by Carl Goodman

The LVPOA Spring gathering, the Spring Blooming Festival, is in the planning stages.  It will likely occur in late April.  Once the plans are final, look for the publicity through Charity’s emails.  We need to have some fun!














